
“Paul is doing what he does best, bringing the gospel to bear in the marketplace. For him the 

truth of the gospel is finally tested in its ability to work its way out in the details and nuances and 

eccentricities of everyday life in some very ticklish situations.” 

 

 And 1 Corinthians does have some very ‘ticklish situations’.  

 

Whatever the situation, Paul takes the gospel (what Paul will at times in this letter refer to as the 

WISDOM of GOD)—Paul will put the WISDOM of GOD in the gospel up against the WISDOM of 

the WORLD—and the wisdom of the world will fall short and fall flat—and the truthfulness and 

the transforming power of the gospel will be exalted. 

 

Already in these opening verses we see hints of that: four times in three verses Jesus Christ is 

mentioned by name. Jesus is clearly the solution to the problems in this church—beginning, 

most fundamentally, with a right understanding of who we are in Christ. There is an IDENTITY 

issue this church has that has to be resolved that is fundamental to resolving all of the other 

issues. And that fundamental identity issue is that as disciples of Jesus Christ/as the church of 

Jesus Christ we are CALLED OUT in CHRIST. 

 

That’s how Paul starts out identifying himself in v.1, “Paul – called out by the will of God”.  It’s how 

he identifies the church in v.2, “To the church in Corinth – called out to be saints - with all those 

who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus.”. And at least a dozen other times in this letter you’ll 

get that exact same language. You’ve been called out by God in Christ Jesus. Even that word 

CHURCH in v.2, ‘the church of God that is in Corinth’, the word for church there is the word 

eklessia. It literally means ‘called-out-ones’.  Even the word ‘sanctified’ there in v.2, ‘to those 

sanctified in Christ Jesus’.  To be sanctified in this context means to be set-apart, set-aside in 

Christ.  In fact, later in chapter six as Paul is talking about idolaters and adulterers and thieves 

and drunkards and swindlers, he says ‘and such were some of you’ —you WERE that and he 

has to remind them that they’re not that anymore (at least they’re not supposed to be).  But you 

were ‘washed’ he says (6:11) ‘you were sanctified’ called out and set apart ‘in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.’ 

 

And so right off the bat, 1 Corinthians seeks to root us in this gospel truth: Who we are in Christ is 

a people who are CALLED OUT in Christ—called out to Christ, for Christ, belonging to Christ, 

trusting Christ, following Christ, bearing the image of Christ, identifying with Christ. Because they 

are called out in Christ, Paul is going to “CALL THEM OUT”. In a lot of ways they’re not 

believing/thinking/living like those called out in Christ and so Paul’s going to call them out on it! 

Take them to task a little bit. Because they’re not as mature as they think they are. They’re not 

as spiritual as they think they are. They’re not finding their sense of identity in Jesus. 

 

And brothers and sisters, here’s where you and I need to humble ourselves before the Word of 

God because the possibility exists: that neither are we as mature/spiritual as we think we are.  

 



Are you prepared to hear that? To be confronted by that? To be challenged by the possibility 

that my thinking and my living on any number of issues may actually be more influenced by the 

culture than by Christ—by the world than by the Word. To be challenged by the idea that we’re 

never in neutral, that either we are going in the direction of the culture or we’re going in the 

direction of Christ (but we’re never standing still).  There will always be a pull toward the 

world—society, the culture, the world is always pulling us in the opposite direction of 

discipleship with different values/priorities/ways of thinking and living/worldview. 

 

One of the question we’ll have to repeatedly ask as we go through this letter, with each 

passage/text/issue is: What were the prevalent ideas (values/worldview) in society/in the culture 

of Corinth that were influencing how the Corinthians thought about that particular issue that 

Paul was addressing? And, by way of application, how discerning are we regarding the ideas 

and values and worldview of American culture influencing how we think about those same 

issues? How do you think about spirituality, sexuality, relationships, marriage, divorce, 

singleness, eating, drinking, church life, serving, giving, love, death, eternity. All of those issues 

and more are addressed in this letter and with each one we’ll have to ask: Is my thinking about 

this influenced and shaped more by the culture or by Christ, by the world or by the Word. 

 

Be careful. Don’t answer too quickly. If you do, you’ll be like the Corinthians who thought they 

already knew everything. Remember that Corinthiazen lifestyle? The mentality, value-system, 

the wisdom,  and the philosophies of the world, how they brought that into the church,  into their 

Christianity? Where do we bring our Americanism into the church, into our Christianity?  What 

are the philosophies and ideas and values and worldviews upon which the American lifestyle is 

built? Things like consumerism, materialism, or that rugged, independent, individualism. Or the 

ideals of that good ‘ole southern comfort lifestyle? How is that influencing our Christianity? Or 

things like postmodernism, with its philosophical tendencies toward pluralism and moral 

relativism. It’s tendency to exalt the subjective over the objective. It’s tendency to foster attitudes 

of skepticism and cynicism. It’s in the air we breathe all around us in our culture. Sometimes it’s 

obvious, but a lot of times it’s subtle–it’s sneaky–and it tempts and it pulls and it influences and 

we don’t even know it. Before we know it we’re believing/thinking/living more like an American 

than like a Christian. 

 

As those who are CALLED OUT in CHRIST, we want our believing/thinking/living influenced and 

shaped more by Christ than the culture—more by the Word than by the world. So that as we go 

out those doors and we live our lives and people see us and they hear us and they know us, 

what they see and hear and experience is Christ. Because, brothers and sisters, if our mission is 

to make disciples of Jesus Christ—to BE disciples of Jesus Christ, for the good of the world and 

for the glory of God—then we must be distinctly Christian in a culture that is distinctly 

un-Christian. 

  

Amen. 

 


